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FOE IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Calling the recent floods "trag ic  reminders of how fa r  we have to  go in 
the orderly development of water resources in  Montana," Dr. Arnold W. B o lle , 
president of the Montana Conservation Council, urged enactment o f a Water Con­
servancy D is tr ic t  law to ppen the way to  cooperative development of multipur­
pose pro jects.
The dean of the Montana State U niversity School of Forestry, serving h is 
third term as council president, says th is  is  the course recommended by the 
Water Resources Study Committee formed la s t  year under the sponsorship of the 
council. The committee i s  seeking statewide, nonpartisan support fo r Water 
Conservancy D is tr ic t  le g is la t io n  "as a c le a r ly  nonpartisan answer to  a non­
partisan problem."
D. P. Fabrick, a d irector o f the council and mayor o f Choteau, which su f­
fered extensive flood damage th is  month, is  chairman of the committee, which 
was organized as a re su lt  of discussions at the co u n cil's  1963 convention in 
B illin g s .
The committee membership includes Roy E. Huffman, Montana State College 
School of A gricu lture; Fred Sanborn, Montana Reclamation A ssociation; R. C. 
Setterstrom, Montana Power Co.; Leland Schoonover, Montana W ild life  Federation; 
Everett Darlinton, sta te  engineer and member of the State Water Board, and B o lle .
"Meeting at in te rva ls  fo r more than a year, the committee studied a number 
of a ltern atives before the Conservancy D is tr ic t  idea emerged as the most e f fe c ­
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The prio r appropriation of water by downstream sta tes  poses a re a l threat 
to the future economic growth of Montana unless the proper action is  taken now, 
according to  the dean.
By law, water r ig h ts  are estab lished  through ,:the b e n e fic ia l use of w ater,T> 
he explained. Montana exports a vast amount of unappropriated water down the 
two great r iv e r  systems - the Columbia to  the west and the Missouri to  the e ast. 
As downstream sta tes  develop these r iv e r s , they develop b e n e fic ia l use, he 
pointed out, and a le g a l noose is  slow ly tightened around Montana’ s economic 
development, which i s  so c lo se ly  t ie d  to  water.
He warned that water fo r  ir r ig a t io n , power, recreation  and w ild l i fe  bene­
f i t s  in  Montana may have to  be delivered  in guaranteed quantities to  downsti'eam 
states unless Montana can develop b e n e fic ia l uses fo r th is  water beforehand.
Montana water developments to  e stab lish  water rig h ts  have been in  the past 
mostly sm all, single-purpose pro jects b u ilt  with r e la t iv e ly  small investments, 
Bolle sa id . The committee sees a need fo r certa in  le g a l structures to  provide 
for the cost-spreading necessary fo r the construction of la rg e r , multipurpose 
projects, according to  the dean.
One of these le g a l structures i s  the Water Conservancy D is tr ic t , used in  
nearly every western sta te  but Montana, he continued. North and South Dakota, 
Idaho, Utah and Colorado have Conservancy D is tr ic t  laws that permit the Dis­
t r ic t s  to form, enter contracts, incur o b ligation s, levy  lim ited  taxes and 
funtion as le g a l p o li t ic a l  subdivisions of the s ta te s .
"Without perm issive le g is la t io n  of th is  s o r t , " Bolle asserted , "further 
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The potential water development s ite s  now availab le  represent opportunities 
too large for any sin gle group to finance and too valuable to  be re str ic ted  to 
any single use, according to Bolle . Cooperative development of multipurpose 
projects must be undertaken, and Conservancy D istr ic ts  are v i t a l  to th is  objec­
t iv e , he said .
He added, " I  think Dick Fabrick summed up the urgency of the matter when 
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